CHAPTER XVII.
DON ALFONSO, THE BATTLE-FIGHTER OF ARAGON

URRACA, the new queen of Castillo, was in Aragon
with her husband when her father died. Her heart
was still with Don Gomez, and she hated Alfonso
so much as to be deeply offended that his name should
have been placed before hers in the letters sent by
her father's minister, Peranzuelas, to inform her of her
accession.

Setting out to take possession of her new dominions,
Urraca confiscated the estates of Peranzuelas, and
took Gomez into favour that shocked her subjects!
Everything was in confusion. Alfonso of Aragon
arrived, undid all that she had done, and kept her
in restraint, filling the fortresses with Aragonese
governors. This greatly offended the Castilians, for
the nobles of these little kingdoms were apt to hate
one another worse than they did the Moors ; and this
was probably the reason that they always fell apart
after each attempt at uniting them. Urraca's illegiti-
mate sister, Teresa, had married Henry, a son of
one of the Dukes of Lorraine, whom the late king had
made Count of the North of Portugal, and who was
the guardian of the son of the queen's first marriage
with Raymond of Burgundy. Round this boy the